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DR Meeting Dates 
 
Oct. 20-21       Provincial Exec. Council 
Oct. 22              Presidents’ Mtg 
Oct. 24              Rocky View EPC 
Oct. 25              Foothills Exec. Inductions 
Oct. 27              Rocky View CSR 
Oct. 29              Christ the Redeemer CSR 
Nov. 1               Foothills CSR 
Nov. 4-5           Professional Development Area Conference 
Nov. 9               Finance Mtg 
Nov. 14             Canadian Rockies CSR 
Nov.17              Rocky View Exec 
Nov. 18-19      Teacher Welfare Area Conference 
Nov. 21             Rocky View EPC 
Nov. 23             Canadian Rockies Inductions and Retirement 
Nov. 24             Rocky View CSR 
Nov. 29             Foothills Exec. 
Dec. 1-2            Prov. Exec. Council 
Dec. 6                Foothills CSR 
Dec. 12             Canadian Rockies CSR 
Dec. 14             Diversity, Equity and Human Rights 
Dec. 20             Rocky View Exec. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Government 
 

Retirement 
Dr. Gordon Thomas has given notice that he is retiring.  He will remain Executive-Secretary for the next 15 
months to mentor the new Executive-Secretary.  A selection committee has been struck and an 
announcement will be made in December.   
 
Election Rules 
Provincial Executive Council approved new guidelines be approved for the upcoming election.  This gives the 

returning officer the ability to set and enforce the campaign and election rules. 

 
Task Force 
Provincial Executive Council approved a Task Force on Services and Supports for Central Office Teachers. 

 
International Testing 
“Alberta Education has committed to over $300,000 to participate in ICILS 2018, but has not disclosed the 

estimated burden (ie, workload costs) for the required participation of thousands of students, teachers, principals and 

district staff to support the field test and main study. Workload burden estimates for ICILS 2018 are over 2000+ 

hours for the education system. 

Alberta Education “pays to play” in the following six international benchmarking activities operated by either the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) or the International Association for the 

Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA): 

1) OECD Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA); 

2) OECD Teaching and Learning International Survey (TALIS); 

3) OECD-Alberta Indigenous Student Achievement Gap Study; 

4) IEA Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS); 

5) IEA Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS); and 6) IEA International Computer and 

Information Literacy Study (ICILS). 
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The fundamental issue arising from all of this activity remains that the Association has not been offered an 

opportunity for meaningful consultations with the profession on the desirability, impact, cost and benefit of these 

research studies.”   

 

 Media Campaign 

The next phase of The Story of ATA campaign, which began on 2016 10 05, continues to explore topics that 

emerged through public opinion polling and focus groups. The Story of ATA advertisements will run on several 

platforms.  http://www.storyofata.com/ 

 
 

Teacher Welfare 
Central bargaining occurred on September 19-20.  Future meetings with TEBA will be held on October 3-4, 
October 17-18, October 24, November 2-3, November 23-24, and December 19-20.   
Bargaining is working slowly through several important issues at this time.   
 
TWAC 
The Teacher Welfare Area Conference takes place in Edmonton on 2016 11 18–19 at the Chateau Lacombe. 

Registration and accommodation information is available on the collaboration sites. 

 
AESBP 
Maintenance Medications 
Maintenance medications are often prescribed to patients with chronic conditions that can be managed on a 
long term basis. In these cases, there is a low likelihood the dosage will change, and the medication is usually 
administered continuously during the course of treatment on a 90- to 100-day cycle.  As of September 1, 
2016, ASEBP will introduce a maintenance medication list that includes the nine drug categories listed below. 
All are considered 'maintenance' medications for individuals with chronic health conditions.  

 In conjunction, dispensing fees for these medications will now be limited to five per calendar year (January 1 – 

December 31) per maintenance medication for covered members under the plan. After the fifth dispense, the 

dispensing fee will no longer be covered and will need to be reimbursed out-of-pocket. Your pharmacist will advise 

you when you are nearing your dispensing limit and can talk to you about your options going forward. This change 

reduces the annual number of dispensing fees paid by ASEBP’s covered members which, in turn, keeps the plan 

comprehensive and sustainable for all covered members. 

Professional Development 

The Professional Development Area Conference will be held in Edmonton at the Lister Centre on the University 

of Alberta campus on 2016 11 04(eve)–05. The theme of the conference is The Standards Unplugged: Supporting 

Teachers in Their Professional Journey.  

Curriculum Survey 

http://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-survey.aspx 

 

Leadership Essentials for Administrators – Nov. 21-22 

This year's Leadership Essentials for Administrators Conference will have a wide range of sessions of interest 
to delegates and will feature keynote presentations by Simon Breakspear and Carol Campbell, two 
renowned figures who work with school leaders worldwide.  https://atapd.ca/initiative/lea 
 

PRISM Tool Kit 

Anti-hypertensive agents Anti-diabetic agents Anti-asthmatics/COPD 

Anti-depressants  Contraceptives  Hormone replacement therapy 

Anti-hyperlipidemic agents Thyroid agents Medications for overactive 

bladder 

http://www.storyofata.com/
http://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-survey.aspx
https://atapd.ca/initiative/lea


PRISM is an acronym for Professionals Respecting and supporting Individual Sexual Minorities. The PRISM 
Secondary Edition toolkit was created by practicing Alberta teachers to help secondary schools promote safe 
and supportive spaces for sexual and gender minorities. This teacher resource has been developed in 
collaboration with Alberta Education as a result of the popularity of the PRISM Elementary Edition for 
elementary students, originally published in 2014. The PRISM Secondary toolkit includes lesson plans for 
teachers of all core subjects and many options that tie directly to curricular outcomes in the Alberta program 
of studies for Grades 7–12.  https://www.teachers.ab.ca/News%20Room/Announcements/Pages/New-
Association-Publications-Available.aspx 

 

The Future of Social Studies—The Voices of Alberta Teachers  
Stemming from a research project initiated by the Association’s Social Studies Council, this report focuses on 
the current state of social studies in Alberta classrooms. Specifically, the report records and examines the 
results of a 2015 survey of nearly 500 Alberta social studies teachers. Overall, the study reveals the 
complexities that teachers face with respect to curriculum and instruction, assessment, program objectives, 
and teaching and learning conditions. 
 

Member Service 
 
A teacher is under investigation for writing a letter of support for one parent in a custody battle.  Another 
teacher is being investigated for using inappropriate language.  Yet another teacher who had pictures of a 
sexual nature from their time in university on their phone were being distributed by student is under 
investigation.   

 
Government 

 
Council approved the following motion:  That until such time,     we urge our member to protest their forced 
participation in these 
“In collaboration, with the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (CTF) and Education International and as part of an 
effort to engage the public in a discourse around PISA staff have undertaken an initiative with three leading 
researchers to publish a book, What you need to know about PISA, focused on the effects of PISA on public 
policy and the media’s portrayal of educational development.  
The Association’s international research partnerships support this examination of the impacts of 
international benchmarking and the implications of the datafication, privatization and the commercialization 
of public education. Here in Alberta, such issues are manifesting on a number of fronts: The recent call for 
tender for the OECD’s International Early Learning Study (PISA for five year olds).   
Alberta Education’s funding of the OECD’s research study “Promising Practices in Closing the Achievement 
Gap for Indigenous Students”.   The linking of the OECD’s TALIS in 2018 with educational performance 
indicators offered by PISA.   

          The new international benchmarking test ICILS, discussed above.  While the Association is bringing 
attention to issues regarding the administrative costs of these endeavours (in excess of $1 million this year) 
and the downstream costs to schools (eg, increased teacher workload and lost instructional time), there has 
been little government response. Meanwhile, the Ontario Teachers’ Federation has successfully raised the 
alarm concerning the proliferation of these assessments, even seeing some willingness by government to 
decrease these activities. This has resulted, however, in Alberta “carrying the flag” in administering these 
assessments.  The paradox cannot be lost here. Alberta teachers, already experiencing some of the highest 
workloads and greatest degree of classroom complexity among the OECD jurisdictions, are now confronting a 
growing regime of ‘big data’ that shifts resources and public attention away from the systemic barriers to 
educational improvement.”  Report in Gov’t Ad  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